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Summary: 

I. "The Playboy of the Western World" 

"The Playboy of the Western World" is a three-act play written by Irish playwright John 

Millington Synge. It was first performed at the Abbey Theatre in Dublin in 1907. The 

play is set in a rural Irish village and tells the story of Christy Mahon, a young man who 

arrives in the village claiming to have killed his father. Instead of being shunned, Christy 

is embraced by the villagers, who are fascinated by his tale and see him as a hero. He 

becomes a local celebrity, especially among the women, including the landlord's daughter 

Pegeen Mike, who falls in love with him. However, when Christy's father shows up alive, 

the villagers' attitudes towards him change, leading to a dramatic and comedic climax. 

"The Playboy of the Western World" caused controversy when it was first performed due 

to its portrayal of rural Irish life and its use of vernacular language. Some Irish 

nationalists accused Synge of presenting a negative image of Ireland, while others praised 

the play for its vivid characters and rich dialogue. Today, it is considered one of the 

greatest works of Irish literature and a classic of the Irish literary revival. 

The Playboy of the Western World" features several memorable characters: 

Christy Mahon: The protagonist of the play, a young man who arrives in the village 

claiming to have killed his father. He becomes a local celebrity due to his story. 

Pegeen Mike: The daughter of the village publican, Michael James Flaherty. She is 

strong-willed and independent, and she falls in love with Christy. 

Michael James Flaherty (Michael Flaherty): Also known as "Michael James," he is the 

publican and Pegeen's father. He initially welcomes Christy into his pub and home. 

Widow Quin: A sharp-tongued widow who is attracted to Christy and competes with 

Pegeen for his affections. 

Shawn Keogh: Pegeen's timid suitor, who becomes jealous of Christy's attention. 



BA FY OPTIONAL ENGLISH SHORT NOTES BY DR. NIRMALA S. PADMAVAT NMS 
 

2 
 

Philly Cullen and Jimmy Farrell: Villagers who also frequent the pub and participate in 

the gossip and drama surrounding Christy's arrival. 

These are the main characters in the play, but there are also other villagers who contribute 

to the story's unfolding drama and comedy. 

II. Chitra: 

"Chitra" is a one-act play written by Rabindranath Tagore, the Nobel laureate poet, 

playwright, and philosopher from Bengal, India. It was first published in 1914 as part of 

Tagore's collection of short stories and plays titled "Chitra and Other Poems." The play is 

based on an episode from the Mahabharata, an ancient Indian epic. The story revolves 

around the character of Chitra, a princess who is renowned for her beauty but is also 

skilled in archery and other traditionally male activities. She falls in love with Arjuna, one 

of the Pandava brothers, after seeing him in a painting. Chitra is torn between her desire 

to win Arjuna's love and her fear that he will reject her because she lacks conventional 

feminine qualities. 

With the help of her friend and confidante, Chitrangada, Chitra undergoes a 

transformation. She uses her skills in archery to become a warrior princess, adopting 

masculine traits to win Arjuna's affection. However, as she struggles with her dual 

identity, she ultimately realizes the importance of being true to herself. 

"Chitra" explores themes of love, identity, and self-discovery, and it is considered one of 

Tagore's most significant works for its portrayal of female empowerment and 

individuality within the context of Indian mythology. 

In Rabindranath Tagore's play "Chitra," there are several characters who play significant 

roles: 

Chitra: The protagonist of the play, Chitra is a princess known for her beauty and 

courage. She is torn between her desire to win the love of Arjuna and her fear of rejection 

due to her unconventional qualities. 
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Arjuna: One of the Pandava brothers from the Hindu epic Mahabharata, Arjuna is a 

skilled warrior and prince. He is the object of Chitra's affection. 

Chitrangada: Chitra's friend and confidante, Chitrangada plays a crucial role in helping 

Chitra realize her true self and assisting her in her pursuit of Arjuna's love. 

These are the primary characters in "Chitra," but there may be additional characters 

depending on specific adaptations or interpretations of the play. However, these three 

characters are central to the story's themes of love, identity, and self-discovery. 

III. "Romeo and Juliet": 

"Romeo and Juliet" is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare around 1597. The play 

tells the story of two young lovers from feuding families, the Montagues and the 

Capulets, whose passionate romance ultimately leads to their tragic deaths. 

The play begins with a street brawl between servants of the Montague and Capulet 

households in Verona. The Prince of Verona intervenes and declares that any further 

outbreaks of violence will be punished severely. Meanwhile, Romeo, a young Montague, 

is infatuated with a girl named Rosaline, but his mood quickly changes when he attends a 

masquerade ball at the Capulet house. There, he meets and falls in love with Juliet, the 

daughter of Lord Capulet. Unbeknownst to Romeo, Juliet is a Capulet. 

Despite the ongoing feud between their families, Romeo and Juliet embark on a secret 

romance. They are married in secret by Friar Laurence, who hopes that their union will 

help to end the feud. However, their happiness is short-lived when a series of 

misunderstandings and tragic events unfold. 

Tybalt, Juliet's cousin, challenges Romeo to a duel, resulting in the death of Mercutio, 

Romeo's close friend. In a fit of rage, Romeo kills Tybalt and is banished from Verona by 

the Prince. Meanwhile, Juliet's parents arrange for her to marry Paris, a nobleman. 

Desperate to avoid this marriage, Juliet seeks the help of Friar Laurence, who gives her a 

potion that will make her appear dead for 42 hours. 
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Juliet takes the potion and is placed in the family crypt. However, Romeo, unaware of the 

plan, believes Juliet to be truly dead when he sees her in the crypt. He takes poison and 

dies beside her. Moments later, Juliet awakens to find Romeo dead beside her. Grief-

stricken, she takes Romeo's dagger and kills herself. 

The deaths of Romeo and Juliet finally bring an end to the feud between the Montagues 

and the Capulets, as their families reconcile in the wake of the tragedy. The play 

concludes with the Prince lamenting the senseless loss of life and urging the remaining 

citizens of Verona to learn from the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. 

Characters:  

Romeo and Juliet" is one of William Shakespeare's most famous plays, written in the late 

16th century. It is a tragic love story set in Verona, Italy, between two young members of 

feuding families, the Montagues and the Capulets. 

Here are the main characters in "Romeo and Juliet": 

Romeo Montague: The son of Lord and Lady Montague, Romeo is a romantic and 

impulsive young man who falls deeply in love with Juliet. 

Juliet Capulet: The daughter of Lord and Lady Capulet, Juliet is a beautiful and innocent 

young woman who falls in love with Romeo despite the feud between their families. 

Mercutio: Romeo's close friend, Mercutio is a witty and cynical character known for his 

quick wit and playful nature. He is a relative of Prince Escalus and often serves as comic 

relief in the play. 

Tybalt Capulet: Juliet's cousin, Tybalt is hot-headed and aggressive. He despises the 

Montagues and is eager to fight them at any opportunity. 

Friar Laurence: A Franciscan friar and trusted confidant of Romeo and Juliet, Friar 

Laurence plays a crucial role in the lovers' story by secretly marrying them and offering 

them advice. 
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Nurse: Juliet's loyal and bawdy nurse, the Nurse has raised Juliet since infancy and serves 

as a maternal figure to her. She aids Juliet in her relationship with Romeo. 

Lord and Lady Capulet: Juliet's parents, who are eager to see her married to Paris and 

maintain the family's honor. 

Lord and Lady Montague: Romeo's parents, who are deeply concerned about their son's 

melancholy demeanor at the beginning of the play. 

Paris: A nobleman and kinsman of the Prince, Paris is initially betrothed to Juliet by her 

parents. 

Prince Escalus: The ruler of Verona, Prince Escalus is concerned about the ongoing feud 

between the Montagues and the Capulets and tries to maintain peace in the city. 

These are the main characters in "Romeo and Juliet," but there are also various minor 

characters that play important roles in the development of the plot and themes of the play. 

IV. "Saint Joan":  "Saint Joan" is a play written by George Bernard Shaw in 1923. It is 

based on the life of Joan of Arc, the French heroine and martyr of the Hundred Years' 

War between France and England. Here's a summary of the play: 

The play opens with Joan's childhood in Domrémy, France, where she hears voices of 

saints urging her to drive the English out of France and crown the Dauphin as king. 

Initially dismissed as a simple peasant girl, Joan's conviction and faith eventually lead her 

to persuade the Dauphin's court to allow her to lead the French army. 

Joan's military campaigns are successful, and she becomes a revered figure in France. 

However, she faces opposition and skepticism from the church, the nobility, and even the 

Dauphin's court. Despite her victories, Joan's fortunes begin to wane as political and 

religious leaders grow increasingly wary of her influence and power. 

Ultimately, Joan is captured by the English, who put her on trial for heresy and witchcraft. 

Despite her brave defense and steadfast belief in her divine mission, Joan is ultimately 

convicted and sentenced to death by burning at the stake. In the play's epilogue, set 25 

years after Joan's death, Shaw examines the impact of Joan's legacy and the ongoing 
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debate over her canonization as a saint. He portrays her as a symbol of courage, faith, and 

the struggle against injustice, challenging the audience to reconsider their perceptions of 

history and the nature of heroism. 

"Saint Joan" is considered one of Shaw's masterpieces, blending historical drama with 

social and political commentary. It explores themes of faith, power, martyrdom, and the 

role of women in society, while offering a nuanced portrayal of one of history's most 

fascinating and enigmatic figures. 

Saint Joan" by George Bernard Shaw features several key characters: 

Joan of Arc: The protagonist of the play, Joan is a young French peasant girl who hears 

voices of saints urging her to drive the English out of France and crown the Dauphin as 

king. She leads the French army to several victories but faces opposition and skepticism 

from the church and political leaders. 

Robert de Baudricourt: A military captain in Vaucouleurs, Baudricourt initially doubts 

Joan's mission but eventually supports her and helps her gain an audience with the 

Dauphin. 

Charles VII (Dauphin): The disinherited Dauphin of France, Charles VII is eventually 

crowned king with Joan's help. However, he later abandons her and fails to provide her 

with support during her trial. 

The Archbishop of Rheims: A representative of the Catholic Church, the Archbishop 

initially supports Joan's mission but later turns against her, condemning her as a heretic. 

The Inquisitor: A representative of the Inquisition, the Inquisitor leads Joan's trial and 

seeks to discredit her claims of divine inspiration. 

Warwick and Cauchon: English noblemen who oppose Joan and play key roles in her trial 

and eventual execution. 

Dunois: A French military leader who initially supports Joan but becomes disillusioned 

with her as her fortunes decline. 
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These are some of the main characters in "Saint Joan," but there are also several other 

historical figures and fictional characters who play important roles in the play's 

exploration of Joan's life and legacy. 

V. "Aria da Capo": Aria da Capo" is a one-act play written by Edna St. Vincent Millay, 

an American poet and playwright. It was first performed in 1919. The play is a satirical 

allegory that critiques the futility and cruelty of war, using the framework of commedia 

dell'arte. 

Here's a summary of "Aria da Capo": 

The play opens with two commedia dell'arte characters, Pierrot and Columbine, setting up 

a stage for a performance. They are interrupted by two other characters, the pompous and 

self-important characters, Cothurnus and Thyrsis. Cothurnus and Thyrsis claim the stage 

for them and begin to perform a play within the play. Their performance tells the story of 

two shepherds, Thyrsis and Corydon, who share a beautiful friendship until they are 

interrupted by a third character, Love. Love encourages them to compete for the 

affections of the shepherdess, Muriel. As Thyrsis and Corydon become consumed by 

jealousy and rivalry, they forget their friendship and ultimately kill each other in a 

pointless duel. 

At the conclusion of the play within the play, Pierrot and Columbine return to the stage 

and reveal that they have been watching the performance. Pierrot expresses his sadness at 

the tragic ending, but Columbine dismisses it as just a play. However, as they prepare to 

perform their own comedy routine, they collapse and die, revealing the cyclical and 

ultimately meaningless nature of the violence and conflict depicted in the play. 

"Aria da Capo" is a powerful commentary on the senselessness of war and the human 

capacity for cruelty and destruction. Through its allegorical and satirical elements, the 

play highlights the absurdity of violence and the importance of empathy and compassion 

in a world plagued by conflict. 

In "Aria da Capo" by Edna St. Vincent Millay, there are four main characters: 
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Pierrot: A character from commedia dell'arte tradition, Pierrot is portrayed as a sad and 

melancholic figure, often representing innocence and vulnerability. 

Columbine: Another character from commedia dell'arte, Columbine is typically depicted 

as flirtatious and lively. In "Aria da Capo," she contrasts Pierrot's melancholy with her 

own carefree attitude. 

Cothurnus: A pompous and self-important character, Cothurnus represents arrogance and 

entitlement. He is one of the characters who interrupts Pierrot and Columbine's 

performance to take over the stage. 

Thyrsis: A character within the play-within-a-play, Thyrsis is a shepherd who becomes 

consumed by jealousy and rivalry with his friend Corydon over the shepherdess Muriel. 

These four characters play key roles in the allegorical and satirical exploration of themes 

such as war, love, and human nature present in "Aria da Capo." 
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